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The bill seriously restricts the rights of in-

jured patients to be compensated for their inju-
ries, while rewarding insurance companies for 
bad investment decisions and doctors for 
practicing bad medicine. In the 13th District of 
Michigan and in many districts across the 
country, physicians have either retired pre-
maturely or relocated their practices. The sup-
porters of this bill claim their proposal would 
reduce insurance costs for doctors. This bill 
does not lower premiums for doctors, contains 
no insurance reforms, and would not address 
the rising cost of health care. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my colleagues to 
support the Democratic substitute, which 
would directly address rising premiums by re-
forming malpractice insurance and stopping 
frivolous lawsuits. The Democratic substitute 
does not restrict the rights of injured patients 
who file meritorious claims. It requires certifi-
cation, with civil penalties, that a pleading is 
not frivolous, factually inaccurate or designed 
to harass. It includes a 3-year statute of limita-
tion; establishes an alternative dispute resolu-
tion process; limits suits for punitive damages; 
and applies 50 percent of awards from any 
punitive damages to a patient safety fund at 
HHS. Finally, it requires insurance companies 
to develop a plan to give 50 percent of their 
savings to reductions in medical malpractice 
rates for doctors. 

It is unfortunate the Democratic Substitute 
was not adopted. H.R. 5 in its present form 
does not address rising premiums and denies 
justice to injured patients and their families. 

Vote against H.R. 5. 
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(HEALTH) ACT OF 2005 

SPEECH OF 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, we need a fix for our healthcare sys-
tem, but H.R. 5 is not it. Limiting patient’s 
legal redress and compensation is not it. The 
punishment should fit the crime and if a doctor 
or drug company does harm knowingly or neg-
ligently to a patient they should be com-
pensated to make them whole. That is the 
standard and it should be decided on a case 
by case basis according to the facts of each 
case. It makes me very uncomfortable to 
place a cap and effectively a dollar amount on 
what an impact an injury has on an individ-
ual’s life. 

The main group that benefits are big drug 
companies who will be able to evade their re-
sponsibilities injured parties. 

The bill will seriously restrict the rights of in-
jured patients to be compensated for their inju-
ries, while rewarding insurance companies for 
bad investment decisions and doctors for 
practicing bad medicine. It will do almost noth-
ing to make insurance more affordable or 
available for doctors. That is the bottom line. 
In a State like Florida where topic of 
healthcare is on the tip of every tongue it is 
important that we take the right steps to solve 
our mounting healthcare costs. 

I am sensitive to the physicians and medical 
students who plead with me to make it afford-

able to practice. I know that physicians are 
now being forced to make specialty choices 
based on how much malpractice insurance 
costs, but let’s be honest to our colleagues if 
not these poor students, the Republican lead-
ership has trotted this bill out for purely polit-
ical purposes—no hearings were held on the 
measure, nor did either committee with juris-
diction mark up the bill. This bill was only in-
troduced last week. 

If H.R. 5 becomes law, this bill would have 
serious consequences for sick and injured pa-
tients. The measure’s $250,000 cap on non- 
economic damages will hurt those at the bot-
tom of the income scale the most. While cor-
porate chief executive officers would receive 
economic damage awards that could easily 
reach into the millions of dollars, minimum- 
wage workers and stay-at-home moms would 
receive a pittance. The cap on punitive dam-
ages is similarly unjust. It imposes an impos-
sibly high standard of proof, completely evis-
cerates the deterrent that effect punitive dam-
ages have on egregious misconduct of de-
fendants, and would not affect how large drug 
companies test and market their products. 

When investment income decreased be-
cause of stock market declines, insurance 
companies hiked premiums, reduced coverage 
and then blamed the legal system for a ‘‘liabil-
ity insurance crisis.’’ This bill also contorts the 
American legal system, first by taking the 
issue of tort litigation out of the hands of the 
states, where it has traditionally resided, and 
by severely limiting juries’ abilities to ade-
quately compensate victims of malpractice. 
We place our trust in juries every day to judge 
the facts and to decide what constitutes jus-
tice. If we can trust juries to make life and 
death decisions on death-penalty cases, we 
can surely trust them to decide the appropriate 
level of compensation for those injured by 
medical malpractice. 

Our current tort system is the great equal-
izer in the civil justice system—it allows ordi-
nary citizens to take on billion-dollar compa-
nies and millionaire doctors defended by 
$500–an-hour lawyers so they can get the 
compensation they deserve. The contingency 
fee system also deters frivolous lawsuits—no 
lawyer would agree to take on a case he be-
lieved would result in no award for his client 
and no payment for himself. 

Tort reformers often ridicule million-dollar 
jury awards, saying that the plaintiffs must feel 
like they have won the lottery. Tell that to the 
parents of the 17-year-old transplant patient 
who died after being given organs with the 
wrong blood type, or the Wisconsin woman 
who had a double mastectomy, only to dis-
cover after the operation that the lab had 
made a mistake and she did not have breast 
cancer after all. It is doubtful that any family 
that loses a loved one or suffers years of pain 
and suffering because of a medical error feels 
like celebrating after fighting their way through 
the court system and finally receiving com-
pensation. 

The Institute of Medicine estimated in 1999 
that as many as 98,000 people are killed by 
medical errors every year—that is as many 
people as live in the president’s old hometown 
of Midland, Texas. Instead of penalizing inno-
cent victims of medical malpractice, Congress 
should be focusing on reducing the number of 
mistakes made. According to data from the 
National practitioner Database, 5 percent of all 
doctors are responsible for 54 percent of mal-

practice claims paid. The medical profession 
needs to crack down on these repeat offend-
ers. It is disgraceful that the House leadership 
is using this bill as filler round out its ‘‘health 
care’’ theme for next week’s floor schedule. 
Medical malpractice insurance rates and med-
ical errors are important issues that reserve 
the full attention of Congress. These issues 
need to be studied by Congress in a bipar-
tisan manner to address both problems and 
should not be used as political fundraising 
tools. 
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HONORING THE TENTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MONTGOMERY COL-
LEGE 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2005 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the tenth anniversary of the 
opening of Montgomery College, part of the 
North Harris Montgomery County Community 
College District, NHMCCD. 

The beginnings of Montgomery College 
started long before August 14, 1995 when 
Governor George W. Bush presided over the 
grand opening of the 315,000-square-foot 
campus nestled in 100 acres of pine forest be-
tween The Woodlands and Conroe, TX. 

Residents of Montgomery County who 
dreamed of having an institution of higher edu-
cation in their midst had sought unsuccessfully 
in the 1970s and 1980s to establish a branch 
campus of an existing institution. But it was 
not until 1991 that voters approved a plan to 
join the nearest community college district, 
North Harris County, and to build Montgomery 
College. 

Dr. Bill Law, the founding president of Mont-
gomery College, led the college from its first 
days with a mere 1000 students meeting at 
local high schools. By the time the new cam-
pus opened in 1995, Dr. Law could say, ‘‘The 
sun is always shining at Montgomery College. 
It shines because we have the tremendous 
opportunity to help people improve their lives.’’ 

As Montgomery County experienced rapid 
population growth and business expansion 
during the 1990s, it found itself one of the 
fastest-growing community colleges in Texas, 
as well as the entire U.S. As the college grew, 
so did the number of programs and services 
that it offered. In spite of the rapid growth, the 
college maintained its focus on the hiring of 
excellent faculty members, ensuring that stu-
dents’ classroom experience would prepare 
them for the next level—whether it be a new 
career or transfer to a 4-year university. 

During the college’s third year, a partnership 
between NHMCCD and six area universities, 
The University Center, debuted, offering bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees to area residents 
who desired to pursue higher education closer 
to home. The University Center, located on 
the Montgomery College campus, only served 
to strengthen the college’s role in providing an 
avenue toward a higher degree for its stu-
dents. 

The college enhanced its continuing edu-
cation program during this time by kicking off 
an annual summer camp for youth and estab-
lishing the Academy for Lifelong Learning, 
which provides educational programs for the 
burgeoning senior population in the area. 
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In 1999 and 2000, the college was the re-

cipient of several large Federal and State 
grants designed to move welfare recipients 
into the working world through a variety of ca-
reer-oriented programs. By the fall of 2001, 
the college’s enrollment approached 6,000 
students and showed no signs of slowing 
down. 

In early 2002, Dr. Tom Butler, a native 
Texan, took over the presidency of Mont-
gomery College and put into place a strategic 
planning process to manage growth. This in-
cluded a 72,000-square-foot library and class-
room building. Program expansion included a 
tripling of the college’s capacity for nursing 
students and other programs designed to 
meet the tremendous needs in the health care 
industry. Other new programs included teach-
er certification track as well as the opportunity 
for students to receive college credit for intern-
ships with elected officials, including my office 
in Conroe, TX. 

The college also found new ways to engage 
the community through the Lyceum speaker’s 
series, a classic/independent film series, and 
diverse artistic performances and shows. 

The innovative style that characterized the 
early years of Montgomery College have con-
tinued to keep the college focused on pro-
viding students and the community with a 
world-class learning environment. By the fall of 
2004, enrollment for credit stood at 7,400 stu-
dents. 

According to Dr. Butler, ‘‘a successful com-
munity college is always listening and re-
sponding—whether it be to its own students, 
the community, or the businesses in the area. 
That, more than anything else, provides us 
with unlimited potential for the future.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is institutions of higher edu-
cation such as Montgomery College that make 
American communities strong while making 
the American dream of a higher education 
available to all. It is an honor to represent the 
citizens of Montgomery County, including the 
students at Montgomery College, in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and I urge you to 
join me in honoring the tenth anniversary of 
the College’s campus. 
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EL CARNIVAL DEL BOULEVARD 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2005 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring to 
the attention of my colleagues an important 
festival in my district this Sunday. On July 31, 
the Juan Pablo Duarte Foundation will be 
hosting the 6th anniversary of ‘‘El Carnival del 
Boulevard,’’ the Carnival of the Boulevard. 

‘‘El Carnival’’ is an important celebration of 
the Dominican presence in the Washington 
Heights community. The festival will honor the 
memory of Juan Pablo Duarte who died July 
15, 1844. 

Juan Pablo Duarte is one of the founding fa-
thers of the Dominican Republic. In resistance 
to the rule of the Haiti, Juan Pablo Duarte 
helped formed a secret dissident society, La 
Trinitaria, to support the Dominican demand 
for freedom and justice. Because of his her-
oism, the Dominican Republic was able to 
gain their independence form the Haitians on 
February 27, 1804. This year will mark the 

161st anniversary of the independence of the 
Dominican Republic. 

The pride and love of the Dominican people 
is alive and well in my district. This festival will 
celebrate and commemorate with honor and 
esteem the freedom and beauty of the Domini-
can Republic, its people, and its culture. I look 
forward to festivals as my district once again 
demonstrates its love and appreciation for our 
freedoms and its status as the soul of Amer-
ica. 

f 

HONORING PONDER MAYOR 
VIVIAN COCKBURN 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor my friend, Vivian 
Cockburn. The spirit, courage, and passion 
she exemplifies as mayor of Ponder, Texas, 
and in her fight against ovarian cancer and 
yearly participation in the Annual Ovarian Can-
cer Walk is inspirational. 

Mayor Cockburn and her husband, Dan, 
have made Ponder, Texas, their home for the 
past 33 years. They were proud to raise their 
four children—Danny, Amanda, Christina, and 
Peter—in Ponder and are now blessed with 
seven grandchildren. 

Prior to becoming mayor, she was licensed 
as a vocational nurse for the Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in Justin in 1976. She 
then served as school nurse for the Ponder 
Independent School District in 1984 and for 
Brandenburg Elementary in Irving, Texas, in 
1997. Before serving at Brandenburg, Mayor 
Cockburn returned to school and received her 
Registered Nurse’s degree from Texas Wom-
en’s University. . 

Mayor Cockburn served on Ponder’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission before being ap-
pointed as mayor by the Town Council on No-
vember 2, 2000. Because of her outstanding 
leadership and commitment to the community, 
she was elected in May 2001 and reelected in 
May 2003 and again in 2005. 

As mayor, she has played a key role in 
making a positive impact on the lives of the 
citizens of Ponder through her strong initia-
tives of repairing the streets and community 
for the children, handicapped, and the elderly. 
Among her accomplishments, the town, under 
her superior guidance, was able to remodel 
city offices to become handicap accessible, 
implement a recycling program for its resi-
dents, and communicate with the Texas De-
partment of Transportation to push for the re-
pairs of State Highway 156. With the passage 
of the Transportation Reauthorization Bill in 
the U.S. House of Representatives today, $1.6 
million will go for FM 156 between Ponder and 
Krum. It was Mayor Cockburn’s determination 
and commitment that truly made the project a 
reality, and I was glad to work with her on 
making this a high priority in the final passage. 
She also hopes for a city park with a play-
ground where children of the community can 
safely play. 

It is my distinguished honor to recognize 
Mayor Cockburn for her outstanding service 
and commitment to the improvement and de-
velopment of the Ponder community. Her lead-
ership and devotion serves as an inspiration to 
myself and others. 

IN HONOR OF BARBARA ARVI ON 
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2005 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, it is with ut-
most pleasure and privilege that I rise today to 
pay tribute to Ms. Barbara Arvi, an outstanding 
educator and passionate advocate for Amer-
ican Indian culture in southern California. This 
year, Ms. Arvi retired after 22 years of commit-
ment and exceptional service to the Southwest 
Museum of the American Indian in Los Ange-
les, California. 

Barbara started as a docent with the South-
west Museum in 1983. She leaves now as the 
very accomplished Director of Education. Dur-
ing her tenure Barbara played an active and 
critical role in virtually every museum depart-
ment. She served as curator and co-curator 
on several exhibits featuring the rich heritage 
of American Indian cultures. As director of the 
museum’s Intertribal Marketplace, Barbara 
worked with countless artists from around the 
country to showcase the art, music and dance 
of native cultures. She understood so well the 
importance of infusing the Southwest Muse-
um’s programs and exhibits with a true native 
voice. 

As a museum educator, Barbara made 
great strides in promoting accurate and re-
spectful portrayals of American Indian culture 
and history in classrooms throughout Cali-
fornia. She served as a Commissioner and 
Chair of the Curriculum Review and Salary 
Point Committee on the Los Angeles Amer-
ican Indian Education Commission of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District. Barbara 
partnered with the Arroyo Seco Museum Mag-
net School to create and implement the Junior 
Docent program to provide neighborhood 
youth with hands-on experience and cur-
riculum in museum studies, as well as train 
students to become active, contributing 
docents at the Southwest Museum. 

To Barbara, teaching involved more than 
the basics. As the founder of the museum’s 
Ethno-botanical Garden, Barbara taught visi-
tors about the importance of California’s native 
plants and ecology. She established the inno-
vative ‘‘Dig-It’’ program which provides young 
students with a simulated archaeological exca-
vation project to teach history, archaeology 
and ecology. She also developed the Amer-
ican Indian Mentorship Program, which en-
abled American Indian artists to share their 
experiences with native youth to foster their 
skills and interest in the arts. 

Since 1993 Barbara has played an instru-
mental role in the success of the nationally 
recognized Congressional Art Competition, 
‘‘An Artistic Discovery’’ open to students 
throughout the country, including students of 
the 31st Congressional District. Whatever was 
needed she was always there to lend a help-
ing hand. From opening the doors of the 
Southwest Museum for the competition’s 
awards ceremony for this congressional dis-
trict to judging the student artwork, Barbara’s 
participation was all-encompassing. The peo-
ple of the 31st Congressional District and I are 
truly grateful to Barbara for her dedication and 
generosity to our annual student art competi-
tion. 
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